RACIST GRAND RAT GOES ON A SPREE

It's different
If you're black

‘‘1 FEEL this is very un-
fair. Whatever you may

“ think of this man he is not

a dangerous criminal. It
is a matter of priorities’’.

Police Federation lead-

er Jim Jardine was regl -
ing to criticism. Why had
Scotland Yard allowed
Ku Klux Klan ‘Grand Drag-
on’ David Duke to go on a
12-day spree of cross-
burnings, TV interviews,
hour-long radio phone-ins,
meetings to galvanise the
most twisted, poisonous
racists to ,violent action,
and finally to have him-
self photographed outside
the Home Office and Scot-
land Yard itself, before
they got around to serving
him with a notice to quit
that had been meanwhile
gathering dust?

When they did ‘find’
him, he was served with an
Order to leave the country
at once — and left at lib-
erty to take fourteen days

toaﬁpeal.
That's how the Home

" Office acts when it's a

matter of dealing with rac-
ist scum. It puts on its
Dad’s Army: hat while
Merlyn Rees ponders on
whet?;er he should bother

Star
treatment
for Ku
Klux Klan
man Duke,
jail for
black
worker
Rupa Ali

himself to ‘crack such a
little nut’.
All very cosy.

Aren’t
our police wonderfully
genial idiots...

Rupa Ali is unlikely to
see them that way. In his
case things were different.

Rupa Ali isn’t a draFon
or a wizard or anything like
that. he doesn’t burn
crosses or dress up in a
hooded white nightie. He’s
just a working-class young-
ster who earns a honest
living working in a restaur-
ant.

But ~ when Newcastle
ﬁolice syspected he might

ave been living here for
seven years in breach of
their immigration rules,
they came charging into

his house at dawn and cart-
ed him off to Durham jail,
where he stayed for six
weeks before being re-
leased — and then only on
£15,000 bail.

But for the action of New-
castle Trades Council, who
campaigned for his free-
dom, he might have been
bundled out of the country,
just like dozens of others
from India, Pakistan, or
Bangladesh, or Cyprus,
or Turkey...

Not for them a dither-
ing, dopey police force
too busy with dangerous
criminals or ‘other prior-
ities’.

Or is it that they them-
selves are the ‘other prior-
ities’ of Britain’s police?

SUPPORT THE U.S. MINERS!

Solidarity picket at the U.S. Embassy,
- Grosvenor Square, London. Noon to 2pm,
Wednesday 22nd March.

Organi'sed by Socialist Challenge
and Workers’ Action.

AMERICAN

MINERS’

STRIKE
INTHE

BALANCE

THE U.S. coalminers’ strike
is in the balance this week.

President Carter pins his
prayers on using the Taft-
Hartley injunction served
late last week to split the
miners. “‘If we can get a
moderate number to go back
to work we can‘prevent a
crisis. I believe an adequate
proportion will comply with
the law”’.

The idea is that a return
to work in the less militant
areas, combined with mass-
ive repression to get the coal
moved, will see supplies
through . to the warmer
weather and cut a lot of
ground from under the min-
ers’ bargaining position.

1451 local, district, and
national leaders of the min-
ers’ union have been served
with Taft-Hartley injunct-
tions to order their memb-
ers back. From .this week,

‘the flying pickets that have

closed down many non-

union miners become illeg-"
“al. So do any actions, how-

ever peaceful, to stop the
movement of coal.

While miners met in Ken-
tucky, West Virginia, and
Indiana to burn the injunct-
ions and draw up plans to
defy “‘this rich man’s law’’,
state troopers and National
Guards arrived to take up
battle positions, many hasti-
ly billeted in local hotels.

DEAL

In Washington, in a last-
minute bid to avoid bloody
class war (and-unhappy ab-
out an enforced return to
work which could entail sab-
otage of machinery or under-
ground go-slows and sit-
ins) the employers are ne-
gotiating again.

They have dropped from
their team the steel industry
representatives who were
foremost in pushing for a
union-bashing deal. But so
far the only concessions re-

ported are minor changes in

health charges and a slight
equalisation of pensions.
(Miners want pensions of
those - who  retired before
1974 brought up to the level
of those retiring after that
date).

It seems that the em-

"ployers are still not backing

down on their demands to be

allowed to victimise local
strike leaders and wildcat
pickets. And in return for
the small concessions, they
have tried to re-introduce
an incentive scheme go-

_ ahead which the union threw

out last month, and which
the employers had dropped
from the most recent deal.

The employers provoked
the strike in early December,
planning to break the power
of a Union which had seen
better days. Now that Carter
has weighed in. with the anti-
union Taft-Hartley Act, they
are clearly sticking to a
gambie which a couple of
weeks ago had begun to
look like a bad one.

UNITY

The 160,000 miners have
shown exemplary unity and
determination so far, in the
face of bitter hardship. They
have brought 12 states and
many key industries near to
crisis. point. They have
brushed aside a leadership
which tried to sell them out.
And there is as yet no sign
of even a ‘moderate number’
knuckling under to Carter’s
legal bludgeon, though the
UMW’s Executive Board
voted 17-5 to order a return
to work.

Their brave stand in face
of Carter’s violent assault is
winning the miners growing
support from other workers.
Under rank and file press-
ure,; even the  bureau-
cratic leadership of the car-
workers has come up with a
$2 million donation —
despite the refusal of UMW
chief Arnold Miller to call
for union support.

In face of Carter’s split
tactics, the miners desper-
ately need to forge a nation-
al strike leadership committ-
ed to winning all their de-
mands, prepared to seek
solidarity action, and able
to prevent the Miller clique
from any further double-
dealing sell-outs.

This old leadership is
thoroughly discredited and
despised in the coalfields;
but its continued existence
as the only national lead-
ership leaves it, though
wounded and weakened,
still a very dangerous threat
indeed to the rank and file

- miners.




: S g ) - P

| International-}
-k Notes

. _ . . : LT
et 3 s . B e
! y &3 ey v 3 & SR ) .

KLAUS CROISSANT is suspect -
for having defended the Red -

Army Fraction - terrorists n

court. And now Croissant’s

THE PALESTINIAN raid into

."Israe! was wundoubtedly de-.

signed more for a diplomatic
than a military effect. lts
timing . was - unmistakeable:

Israell Defence Minister Ezer -

Waeizman was in Washington,
Prime Minister- Begin was due

figures are accurate], the main

~.armed . Palestinian - move-
ment, Fatah, wanted to de-
monstrate its continued
commitment to the armed
struggle against Zionism, and
its continued potency in that
struggle. - '

gueriilas] came to -kill Jows
‘because they were Jews’’, -

For a short  time Begin’s

position will be strengthen-

ed — Jjust when his cabinet -

was split on the question of
the. building of new settie-
ments, when: the govern-

NYERERE

and thus aiding @ ‘criminal
. associgtion ’,

All* the defence lawyers,

.- journalists -and. visitors. were

told -they would be. searched.

.. lf-a.metal detector showed pos-

‘itive, they -were -required to

.- strip.” ‘Every visitor.-had his -

or. her-identity card taken away

- by the police and photocopied. . .
“ = " One defence lawyer submitt- ~ . -

. ed to the searches in-orderto be.

- -able~ 10 -make a
- court [the rest refused). “‘These - .

- measures”, declaved Eberhard:. - -

‘Kempf, ‘‘infringe the rights: of ..

“defence.

-~ “My client -is _not charged
with having taker weapons into:

the - prison, -but. with. kaving

- exceeded his functions as a
defence -lawyer - by - taking -in. |3

- papers.: Klaus Croissant is not
accused of terrorism, but these

- “searches show that we lawyers

_utor and the-judges. Only on

- ETHIOPIA’s . war- ‘lus ‘been a

are already suspected of carry-
ing weapons. -

“We demand that you should
say .that there is not the least
suspicion against us; without
that we cannot work...

““The searches are discrimin-
atory measures. We will not
accept them unless they are
also carried out on the prosec-

“that condition will the securiiy
argument have any credibility. E
““Everybody here could bring
weapons in, even th secut-
or,.and not only thl lawyers
defending Klaus Cr k

" The prosecutor and the Judg-

es were taken aback, but the
- court. finally .ordered that they

should be searched too. Then
the case ~was postponed 1o
Tuesday 14th, - while -consult-
ations were made on the legality
of the searches.

The German Lawyers’ Assoc-
iation - has denounced " the
searches as ‘disgraceful’.

war.on many frents. In the north
the regime of Mengistu Haile
-Martam has been “fighting. to
put down the national -liber-
ation struggle of the Eritreans.

In the east it has been fighting -

the West Somali - Liberation
Front, based in the Ogaden
province, and the army of the
Republic of Somalia, which de-
. mands the extension “of its
territory to include the Somali-
domin: areas of Ethiopia.
The intervention of the USSR
and Cuba has proved decisive

for the.course of the war on the

eastern front. With the virtual
rout of the West Somali and
official Semali armies in this
area, the regime of the Dergue

. can concentrate its efforts ag-

ainst the Eritreans. For the time
being a victory is therefore
likely on the northern front
" too.

For socialists the issues in
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Bl the Palestinian raid and
| was killed on it. .

success of the action. [it Is
either side’s

doubtful . that

6 RO,

%

Dalal al Mughrabi, whoded

. terms, eventually.

Sadat taltks. But it Is unlikely
to succeed. Begin has used the
atmosphere created by ' the

attack 1o increase support for:

his hard-line stand,; but with
US pressure:on him maunting;
he- is: still likely to come to

- .Exploiting - the  situation,
Begin stated, ‘‘We "believe
that no additional outrage was

- . fiecessary 10 make. it clear that -
“a. Palestinian- state in’ Judea,

Samarla; and the Gaza district

+ would be a mortal danger .to

. our. peaple- and our country’’.
- He went on to repeat the dis-
. -gusting

fle: *‘They - [the

\

the - war h\gv\er»l;een- complex.
-What -smtitude should be taken

to: the Eritrean and West Som- -

-ali. revolts? How should the

intervention of Somalia and its
claims for a ‘greater Somalia’
be viewed? ,

Proxy

' To what extent was.the war a

‘proxy war’ between imperial-

ism and the USSR? Was this a
major or a secondary aspect of
the situation? Was the Ethiop-

-jan-Somali war in essence a
.war by imperialism, cloaked in
“the guise of national- liberat-

jon, directed at. the radical .
aspects of the Ethiopian rev- -
olution? ) :

_our view, the dominant -

-asﬂct has been the.struggle of

oppressed. nationalities against
the Ethiopian regime. As social
ists we support. the struggte of

own more' [
. shifted to the right. Certainly

\, nations.for self-
n, whether this is.
\ the: form of the
eiit. of a mew nat- .
¢\ (as is the aim of
) or the secession
. within one state
metger with a neigh-
tate (as Is the aim of

against Ethiop-
tially a war
try’s revolut-
_aspects. In
when the

g_

WAK
Ethiopian: regime, silencing its

\radical . elements,

Semalia used thefact ‘of Russian
and Cuban intervention:to try
to interest. imperialism_in her

- venture against Ethiopia, but

even then imperialism showed
very little interest in the war
(though things would be differ-
ent if the Ethiopians crossed
the Somalian border).

- and economic

Right

Wae support the right of the
Palestinlans to strike at ‘the
usurper state of israel.IF the
report..the facts” of  the . raid
correctly, however, it must be
said. ‘that - the rald chose
the. wrong .victims — Israeli
civilians rather than Zionist
state or military targets. And
any gains. from the raid for

the Palestinians’ cause will be

slight and short-lived.
, PAUL ADAMS

“Israeli mourners at the funeral of v’ -tims of the Palestinian raid

Somalia was: iuppomd by

Iran: and - Saudi ‘Arabla. Both
>could” easily — :
-go wished — arm Somalia- to

the teeth. Iran - could even

supply  troops.
happen.,

— if imperialism _

Thls. did not

| .-:V-Angolla |

Likewise Israel would not
have continued to support Eth-
jopia — despite its strategic’
terests there —
if Somalia had become a spring

-~ board for imperialism.

And - Carter’s - lack - of init-
iative in.the area despite con-

“siderable pressure from right-

wingers — *‘Don’t let-the Kuss-
ians do in Ethiopia what they
did in Angola! — suggests that
it has not been a . ‘proxy
war’. .

Paul Adams

"against 100% pay
- recently aw
. demaonstration

. come. eligible.
.. graduate they are guaranteed

L - Iawygis_“m ,syspee{ for de&, to ﬂy ““Gl'efof u‘k’w"h ” L : ’ ment,s Ocoﬂnmlc, pollcios_were 4 :
S fending kim.- - 4Pr;scig:rrgiggf“;‘}mi““ press - _ Disr t .~ . ‘threatened by crisis, when a . EXPELS
SN we O Thursday Gtk ‘Crp{s,gaat!sy_‘ " accaunts, a- Palestinian: guer- g up o protest movement .was grow- ’ e T S
’ ~ trial . opened. - He - is charged - iy “unit launched -an -attack S U . ing in the universities and. .
with_operating an. information” - - negy Tel-Aviv, kiling 30 Is- . I : amorng young reserve. sald- o
service. between the RAF pris-  raelis but iosing nine of their - It wanted to disrupt a poss-  lers, and when the US was o
L Gmers, b&y: transporting papers. . qwn people in the operation: - ible .seli-out of the Pslestin- .. byilding up Weizman as-Beg- : ‘
" and Books between their_ jails,’ By the boldness and relative jans in the Carter-Begin- ~ In'ssuccessor. Rttt A REBEL

- STUDENTS

350 students - almost 20% of
- the  student bodyof Dar es

Salaam Univ
Rellpd Iast week for a peaceful
lllegal" demonstration.. . = -
They had marched the 12.
miles from the University to™ -
the offices of Tanzania’s only
{govt.-eonmlléd); BeWSpaper,
e Daily News, to profest.

to MPs. The
“was:_attacked
lice

several times by
ents. But

to disperse the

_as they marched through the

working class areas on the way
to the town they were cheéred

by the people. o
With the new salary inc-

" reases, MPs will get 3000 shil-

lings * (£200) & month, and
those who serve only one 5-
year term will receive a £3000
tax-free gratuity. In addition
to their salary MPs get free

- water and -electricity, -and a
. house-servant, all paid for by
the people of Tanzania.

At the same time, workers
and peasants are exhorted to
great sacrifices so. that the

.. backward -peasant economy
° can industrialise and become

self sufficient. - .
‘The students’ protest action

"was important for several

reasons. This was the first
time that students have been
involved n an openly political
issue rather than student
questions. Last Autumn. the -
students protested at the lack
of democracy in the university

- and since then they have-ref-.
used to elect the mandatory. .

student representatives.
Second, the students knew’
that the government’s reaction
to their protest would be
severe, ds students who have
Erotested in the past _ year
ave been instantly expelled.
But the university students’
action.is especially sigificant
because of ‘the position of

.-students in Tanzanian soclety.
““They are a small elite, and

competition for places is very

- .stiff. Most of them are over

30 years-old, as they have to
work for several years to be-
When they

government jobs.

Until recently, any sign of
dissent has been stifled by the
threat of loss of future em-
ployment.. .

Feelings 'must have been
running very high to fuel this

olitical action. It could be the

eginning of a political attack
on the running of this society
which  President - Nyerere
claims is 'socialist',” but in
which inequalities are blatant
and the mass of peasants still
exist at subsistence level. )
‘ ROS MAKIN
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- ections, on Sunday 12th March..
. twiste -and tricks. ‘of France’s

Library
workers

| black
Apartheid

~the ‘W::kg:zm;

| of computerised reference sys-
o @emstir'SoﬁthAftlmﬂbrmies. N

2. Supply of, téchnical and

scientific information and pat-.

ents held hy the British Library.

-being organised

2113215 ds the Biltish Library .“handie any South African mat-
- . CPSA_ branch."lis- action has-: "erial received .from, South- Af- .-
" “the backing ofthe CPSANEC. rica, or process amy orders, pay-
* . The British Library has three- - ‘ments, invoices, or requests .
. sorts of connections withSouth '~ ‘that may be received from South
5 Africa. ) T African customers, - whether
.. =41, Provision of copies of ex-  individuals, firms or state
tracts . from,. or complete art- _ institutions...” '
e phetsaraphe, mclading 4 v y
" and .  photographs, including . &7\ -
" loans. of books, “thpugh'/the & - A ‘ L
- ‘State Library, Pretorih; the sale . = < MV * .. - L o
' < A'public meeting, a picket of

the nearest Barclays Bank, and

. leafletting "at the . British

"Museum front gatethearﬁbalso
Y the Library

the ‘welght w

ha;
cott of apartheld could have in:

Leyland, in Shell-BP, or in GEC;

~hut ‘even the British Library

plays a role in. sustaining the

privileges of the white racist
 minority in South Africa.

Material from the British
Library . is supplied mostly to
whites-only - libraries in South

‘Africa. The -extent of lbrary

pravision for the black sajority

. :in Seuth Africa ¢éan be judged.

from CPSA  figures showing
R.85,000 a year spent on library
books for 1.9 African pupils in
the whole country, as against
R.800,000 spent for - 350,000

ch aboy~ . major role-in an-economy ke o
. South ‘Africa, ‘which ‘batrows] -
" much of its - 1

! in the struggle of black workers

Western Europe and the USA.

AN
As the Library CPSA memb-
ers say in a leaflet, “It is our
. action, as members of the trade

union movement, that can end
the apartheid system, and assist

" to free themselves. The multi-
national investors can’t and
won’t. We can. We must.”’

Stephen Corbishley

AN 83% poll; 49.5% for the left,
. :48.4% - for the right, and the
" .remaining 2.1% for the ecolog-
. ists; most-of whom are lk
. vete left on the:second round. -

-+ i Those were-the results of the .

" first -rotmd- of the French -¢

& rparll
on Sunday 19th.
~Uzban ¥

right-wing one. The votes of
* French people abroad — most-

ly to .

- ones, so it takes more vetes to
“elect a left-wing depufy than a

" FRENCH ELECTIONS: NEARLY ONE
' MILLION VOTES FOR THE FAR LEFT

a -

7 Jéft - gaining - 2 .
- majerity in the *second round, .

ly for the Right — can be cast in' 4

any constituency, and the Right

' - has been organising to get-them
cast .in key margin
- And on the second round, where
it 1s a run:off between a Com-
munist Party candidate and a
right-winger, many Socialist

‘geats.

Party voters will vote for the

right despite their party’s
instructions. .

The franc rose in the ex-
change markets and the French
Stock Exchange rejoiced. But
the ‘people  of France have
shown that they - have had
enough of right-wing rule, after
20 years, and if there is a new
riggt-wlng government it will

face a ro ride.
The far got 952,000 votes

according to the official figures -

— 3.2%, or appreciably more
than the opinion polls had est-
imated. However, those official
figures also include the votes

FOOD

M

" FOOD NOT only costs us more .
_ these days, we’re: eating. lass.

. Our . diet Is. deteriorating,

maintained the:

of mainiand /

for the -‘Self-Management
Front’, led by the PSU, which
is closer to the reformist part-
fes than to" the revolut-
fonaries. . :

No full analysis is yet avail-
able of the votes of the 700-0dd
revolutionary candidates
but-it seems that they roughly
percentage
score obtained by 263 revolut- -
ionary candidates tn 1973:.
2.1%. With revolutiongry can-
didates in every constituency
France this time, ~

it was a much higher total re-
volutionary vote.

The 470 candidates of Lutrg
Ouvriére did much better than

“.7 The
60,408 votes in the 52 con-

o pulls our belts tighter

the Deparfmeﬁ of Health and \
Social: Security, the reports

- find thet ‘‘the intakes were in

_ -according to two - recent re- .
~paris -on the resufts ~of the .

inistry. -of . Agriculture’s .

" natlonal food surveys. ‘
It is-not - just a -matter of

- cutbacks .-on luxuries.
thirds of the fall in average

consumption between 1970

and 1975 was In Dbread,

. coreals, ‘potatoes, and sugar,
and:-much of the rest in meat.

Overall, food

tell over

tween 1870 and 1975. .

The reports found ‘‘a trend

Two .

consumption-
one- -

towards more uncooked break- -

fasts’’ [or, more breakfasts
not eaten ‘at-all]. Bacon con-

general greatest for childless
households.- ' In = contragt,
households with three or more

- children had the lowest in-
-takes of most nutrients; - the - -
.amounts of iron, as with en- °

ergy and vitamin D, .were sub-
stantially below the recom-
mended intakes’’. The reports
smugly reassure us that there
ie ‘‘no cause for alarm’’,
since the short-fali is made up
by food eaten but not re-
corded in the official surveys.
But for many families the
situation must be much worse
than: the average shown by

" thereports. . g

sumption fell by 30%, and-egg

consumptiondy 15% , between

.1Q70. _and 1Q7R Ranf a~an-
T T Y

e

sumption rose stightly until.

1875 but fell by 8% in 1976,
and lamb consumption- -feil
k2 10% over the six years.

In 1976 we ate more poi-

atoes — they accounted for

5% ot average spending on
food — ate 10 to 15% less fish
and fruit, and even drank 6%
loss tea. . .

Comparing the nutritional

value of food consumed with
the levels recommended by o

oY . -
'“‘T.ﬁlé’ reuson--wo _are eating

133515 ihat food costs~more:

“Since 1970 food prices have

trebled; they  have doubled
since 1974 aione. Food subsid-
les were cut by a third in
1976, causing a 25% iise in
the price of basic foodstuffs.
During 1976 the cost of
living for the poor jumped by
2 percentage points more than
for the rich. For pensioners’
the incrgase was 3 percent-
age points more. .-
. LINDA COLLINS

the 200-odd of a joint slate head-
ed by the Ligue Communiste

Révolutionnaire, givin, weight
to LO’s argument that the LCR’s
.over-emphasis on ‘kicking out
the Right’ would lead workers
to think it was scarcely worth-
while “voting revolutionary in-
stead of reformist. Arlette
Laguiller, presidential candid-
ate for LO in 1974, got 4,577
votes (8.4%) in Thiers-Ambert.
in the Puy-de-Dome area.

_An analysis of the 52 constit-

pencies of the Paris suburbs

gives a partial picture of the re-
volutionaries’ votes. These con-
stituencles, most of them solid-

ly working-class, dre the strong-

hold of the French left: the CP
led on the first round in 27 of

them, with the right wing lead-

ing in only 21. .
! revolutionaries  got
stituencies, as against» 53,554

idates in only 43 out of the 52).
The ‘52 LO candidates
average. ‘of 896 votes each; the

‘allies “got- an average of 492
votes.

Among the
the big surprise was the small-
ness of  the. -Secialist.: Party’s

gains. From 19.2% of the-vate
“‘in 1973, they raised their share -

to 24.6% {if the. Left Radicals

are lumped together with them). " .

— but they weré expecting 28%

or even more. It seems.they

‘were squeezed on the left' by the
CP’s more- radical  language,

-and on the right by the press- :

ure to vote for ‘safety’.

" Renault workers march on beh

in 1973 (when they had cand--
t an :

28 candidates of the LCR and its

‘major parties,

Arlette Laguiller
The long-standing quarrel
within the Left, between the CP

and the SP, ended abruptly
the day after the poll. The twe

* parties agreed to leave remain-

ing policy differences to be dis-

. cussed after the 19th, and

pledged themselves to back the
best-placed Left  candidate
everywhere. But the CP had

got what they wanted: a prom- -
in any Left gov-

ise that
ernment, they would get a share
of the ministries proportional to

{ thei# share of the voteig

Many French voters: must
have seen long before this that
sordid place-hunting lay behind

_ the high-sounding political de-

bates on the Left, and their dis-
illusionment no doubt helped to
eat away the Left majority. But
that is another reason to think
that the jubilation of the right
wing will be short-lived.

LAWS like the Employment
Protection Act, the Sex Discrim-
ination Act, the Equal Pay Act
and the 1976 Race Relations
Act, backed by tribunal proced-
ures, have been greeted 'with
enthusiasm by the trade union
bureaucracy. |
- While including some meas-
ures of real value, the main role
~of these laws has been to aid
class collaboration, with- the
cards clearly stacked in the
- bosses’ direction from the start.
This was confirmed recently
with the publication of the det-
_ailed figures dealing with ap-
plications for tribunal hearings,
cases heard and their results, in
1976.

The great majority of applic-
ations, and cases h , con-
cerned unfair dismissal. Many
of the 31,614 applications were
either withdrawn or settled out-
side; 13,803 were heard by
tribunals. Of these, 63% of the
cases were dismissed, and
therefore found in the boss’s
favour. Of the successful cases,
most got compensation, and
only 2% of the applicants got

+ their jobs back.. - B

Of those who got compensat-
jon for being sacked "unfairly",
half got less than £350. (Comp-
are this with the thousands’
. sometimes paid in redundancy

* pay-offs andit’s really pathetic. . -
The contrast with-pay-offs on -

i‘:f"the'"dq‘clfi, or what’s being offer- .
.} - ed at Speke or East Moors, is

_ “net ‘because the -werkers con-
", cermed: have ‘differént-needs. It
is. ‘related.. directly to the:
strength of the workers’ organ-
isation. The more there is the
 threat of a fight, the more
money appears. ’
In ‘tribunal cases, the low
level of compensation comes
from the fact that they are main-
Iy used by unorganised or badly
organised workers. About half
the unfatr dismissal applications
have related to firms employing
less than 100 people; more than
% were from workers in firms
~of {?ss thati: 20 e(:slg.

- Under the Equal Pa; :
-Sex Discrlmlngtlon A{t:n dvgl"(
few cases were heard at ali: onl
243 cases 6f sex discriminatior

- and 709 of unequal pay. Thes
figures say a lot about the lim#

ations of the laws. -

© Suly aboui 10% of cases

heard under ihe Sex Discrimin-

ation Act were successful (a
__quarter of them brought by

meniy,and only half of these got

any compensation.-0f Equal Pay

} - cases, seventy per cent wens In .

- favour of the bosses. -
JOHN BLOXAM
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* FOR SEVEN WEEKS Giulio
Andreotti has been negot-
mm with the various non: -

cist parties in Italy an¢
with the ﬁ%t wing of hi
.own party ain suppor
for a new stian Demo.

-cratic government,

The governmental crisis

T T T s T e TR

began last December when - -

A the Communist Party (PCH)
S threatened to bring about
new elections. It has ended -
with the Andreotti govern-
ment continuing much as
- . before. : -

: The new cabinet does no
include - the ‘non-aligned’
technocrats the PCI was
pushing for. Indeed there are
only two changes of personn-
el. And the new governmen*
has committed -itself merely

to realising the stated in-
tentions of the last gov-
ernment.

M

Yet the Communist Party
--sees the situation as a vict-

ory: for the Christian Demo-

. cracy (DC) has been forced

now to govern with the open

" consent of the Communists
- — expressed in both parlia-

mentary support and polit-
ical - consultation. The PCI
sees this as an advance onthe
situation as it was be-
tween June 1976, when the
PCl gained 34.4% of the
vote, and December 1977.
During that period the PCI
and the Secialist Party (PSI)
supported =~ the - Christian

Democrats just by abstain-

o rrm e e

THIS MONTH’s Geneva Mot-
or Show hfs;soseen some plain
speaking from European car
manufacturers. Si%. Nicola
Tufarelli, head of Fiat’s car
division, called for an EEC
policy on the car indus as

on steel and_  shipb I'8
which = wor encourage
ratio tion.

He stressed three import-
ant points. Firstly, of the three
large 'motor manufacturin
blocs (the USA, Japan, an
Europe), Europe suffers from
tremendous structural weak- .
3‘ .. =esses, with fragmented pro-
| ... .uction, organised on a nat-

i S
: 1aly rather than pan-Euro-
i : aascale.» B
Y "™ Secondly, the aggressive

=orting methods of the Jap-
anese car makers, in small
commercial vehicles' as well
* .. asin cars, have upset the old
! ‘interrational trading _patt-. -
) " erns, based on colegial ties
; and sq on. Thirdly, the dev-
:l elepiment +f new producers
' in the Th:rd -World, behind
z {'gh tariff barriers (for ex-
L 2. .'e, in iatin America, in
; ir . .ndin South Korea), will
m. e lexporti*'g increasingly
S calt

ing in Parliament, Now: they

will actually vote for it.

'The PCI sees the present
situation as at least a fract- -
ional advance towards-the
realisationof its=policy ~of -
the ‘historic compromise’.
According to the ‘historic
compromise’. . line — _first

— the. PCI is  striving to
form a government including

all the parties of what-it

calls the ‘constitutional
spectrum’: a grand coalition
of the Communists, the PSI,
and the Christian Democrats

(the Italian equivalent of the
Tories, and closely allied -

with the Catholic church).

In order to create this-

bloc, the PCI has soft-
pedalled on several import-
ant .issues. Many people
expected the ‘PCI to press
the DC to give in to the
policemen, who by an over-
whelming majority demand-
ed the right |
to affilidte such a union to

' the national confederation -

of trade unions. The DC has
agreed -on unionisation but
refused to permit affiliation. -
The PCI has gone along
with this. -
In addition, the PCI and
the DC came to a deal to
try to scotch the possibility
of a progressive outcome in
either of the two coming re-
ferendums, one on abortion
and one on changes in the
‘anti-terrorist laws’. In the
latter case, they have agreed
to replace sentences of exile
and house arrest with im-
prisonment while at the

On this last point, Herr
Heinz Branitzki, finance dir-
ector of Porsche, complain-
ed: ‘It is often argued that

. we sell too lalr]%e a part of our

output in the USA. In a normal

- free trading climate this would

be a fair criticism. But in our
view we have come to the end
of free trade 'all over the
worid”’, Sig. Umberto Agnelli,
overal! head of Fiat, echoed

these remarks: ‘I abn t yumE.

Europe is going ¢ T¢main a
Very big £7horting area’’.

"~ ">ig. Tufarelli’s speech re-
flects a very cold and sober
look at developments in the
interAational car rat-race.
Most of the European national
car manufacturing groups rely
heavily on their home market.
In this context, British Ley-
land’s performance in the UK,
while worse than it used to be,

to unionise and . -

same time giving the police
new rights to shoot to kill.

‘Most important to the
government is _
-agreement to impose com-

““"tinued wage restraint. Com-

munist Party trade union
leaders like Luciano Lama.

v ____are now all the more urgently -
stated in these terms in 1973 .. calling . for - ‘substantial-

sacrifices’. No- wonder the
‘Economist’ describes the
policy the DC have arrived
at after consultation with the
PCI as containing ‘‘prec-
ious little a British Conserv-
ative would sniff at”’. ;

‘This is not a-new feature
in PCI policy. The PCI, like
its .fellow parties of Stalin-
ist descent, ceased to be a
revolutionary party when the
“Stalinist bureaucracy turned
its back _on Leninism and

Luciano Lama

., ‘“‘Austerity”’,

is still respectable. But Ley-
land has clearly failed to break
into other markets — while
its competitors have surged
ahead. R

Fiat’s targé:t for this year is

6% of the European market
outside Italy. In the UK they .
have recently gained 100 new
dealers ,to take advantagz of

- Leyland’s misches and the

__volunigry curbs on Japanese
IMpOrts.  yvhen asked it this
was not unfair to Leyland,
a_Fiat spokesman . replied:
‘“‘But this is what the EEC is
all about’’. ‘ ‘

It has been said that 1977
was a record year internat-
ionally for car sales, and that
exggnsxon is likely into the
1980s.  But the massive

- amourts of investment need-
ed tc ke
at least

in the rat-race — -
2 billion — mean

LN THIRACT

world revolution almost halr
a century ago. Yet its anti-
working class -actions  have
become increasingly open
-over- the last two years,
as the PCI leaders scent the

" possibility of a place in the.

government. )
" In October 1976, in his _
Report to the Central Com-
mittee, the General Secret-
_ary of the PCl, Enrico Ber-
linguer, had this to say:
‘““What is the primary task
today of a party such as
ours?

“‘QOur struggle today must
focus on making a concrete
start on a new type of de-
velopment, on a renewal of

~ the whole Italian economic

and social structure, and the

—underlying ideas that will

have to guide this general

tra‘.r‘lsformation: oo C

dramatic

y, _the

i conditions of the country...

necessitate austerity meas-
ures...” The following Jan-
uary Berlinguer, in a speech
to the Assembly of Com-
munist Workers in Lom-

_ bardy, tried to dress up the

sharply anti working class

nature of such measures in .

the tired and treacherous
generalities that character-
ise the public language of the
Italian ‘Communists’:

said Ber-
definition

linguer, ‘by

means restrictions on cer-

tain availabilities to which
we have become accustom

have gained..
deeply convinced .thats

(4

each firm trying to grab a
large share of the expansion,
and hence overproducing.
This is one reason for the pre-
sent’ worry about Japanese
car firms, which are said to
have put down enough- new

capacity -{or about two mill-

~“1on more new cars each year.

- The ‘Financial Times’ $8th
March) stated that 41 million
cars and commercial vehicles
were produced world-wide in
1977, compared to 29 million
in 1970. This corresponds to
an average annual growth rate
of 49% in the last seven
years. It was 8.6% during the
1960s. In the last seven
ears, Japanese output has

“increased by 60% (from 5.3
million to 8.5 million), that of
the USA by 50% (9.5 million

-less inequality,

. virtue’.

“The

Italian metalworkers mqrch on Ma
sixties and early seventies saw ma
tenants, and students. More reces

replace certain habits of
life with others . that . are
~more exacting and not extra-

vagant, camr-lead -not-to s

worsening in the quality of =
life, but to substantial im- )

provement, to growth in the
‘humanity’ of life.
‘A more austere society

can be — indeed ought to

be — a society that is more
just, better ordered, with
in reality
more free and democratic,
certainly more humane...”
This nonsense, dished out in
the name of ‘Communism’,
more to the hypocrit-
#Bscrmons of the Vatican
insisting that ‘poverty is a-

¢

While Berlinguer was de-

| claiming on the need for
.. austerity, the working class

to 14.5 million), and that of the
Eastern bloc by 114% (1.4
million to 3.0 million).
One factor not mentioned -
by Sig. Tufarelli was the state . .-
o¥ the carindustry-in the USA:-
‘Bi% Three’  (General
o

Motors, Ford, and Chrysler,

'in -that order) are nearly al-~
~ways seen as ever-powerful

and everlasting.

Yet last year’s results have
shown Chrysler to be in.a very
weak position. A .compan
spokesman commented: -
“‘Chrysler_are on the ropes °
but it is some way yet from a
final count’’. Whilst GM and
Fords showed record sales and
profits, Chrysler’s sales were

.down over 1976 (1.3 million to

rofits were

1.2 million), their
million to

down from $422.

$163.2 million, and their share

of the US home market wen:
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Day 1971. The late.
action by workers,
the PClhas

s facing the most concert-
attack on its living stand-
is for many years. In Oct-

a drastic attempt to bal-
jce the books and put a
ke on the increasing
dgetary deficit. Controll-

prices on many basic-
psumer goods and on
blic transport were raised

oly.

Y

The price of petrol was
ed for the ninth time
hce 1973. The prices_ of
ificial  fertilisers rge-
.2% and rail fares jumped’
10%. Price rises for
petricity and telephones

bwn from 15.1% to 13.4%.

his week Chrysler have shut

o assembly plants in the

SA, making 9,300 workers

e-,l-( ‘because of excessive
s ;

inor upsets, in fact ‘the

ary) commented that Chrys-
’s results are ‘‘seriously out
step with the . industry’s
les and earnings cycle”,
d that there are real anxiet-
k about Chrysler’s - capacity

anges and technological
provements demanded by
e US laws on fuel consumpt-
n and emission control. )
ese new laws are reckon-
to cost of the car industry
D billion in research, de-
opment, and re-tooling.

rvsler need at least $7.5

1976 Andreotti decided - :

Altl{ough these may seem.

nancial Times’ (24th. Feb--

finance the new model”

. 4 TALIE RE Az’zuégn

gl s 1y,

managed to hold back a really militant res
government attacks on workers.

were announced too. The
main burden of all this fell
on the working class and the
poorer ‘middle. class..of city
and country. - R

This policy was combined
with an attack on the sliding
scale of wages (the ‘scala
mobile’), the agreement
which -allows wages to rise
quarterly in line with the
cost of living.

For the first time in years
a government ‘was bold

. enough to attack the ‘scala
* mobile’ directly.

Workers
regeiving more than 8 mill-
igh lire a year ceased to be
?vered by it, while those

sarning between 6 and 8

million now got only half of
what they lost through in-
flation. -

The unions put up only

' for Europe?

billion over the next five yearS

. to stay in the volume car

league. At the same time, they
are entering a very crowded
sector of the markef with their
new sub-compact cars.
Chrysler were also the first

. company to subject to the US

Environmental Protection Ag-
ency’s allegations of design
flaws in tHeir motor cars —
with the result that they have
had three recaiis of cars for
repair, .covering one rmiiiion
cars, . .

The move to smaller. cars

in the USA will have a great.

effect on the European car
industry. There will be greater

competition in the US market

from US-based firms. against
European exports to the USA,
and US car firms will try to

increase exports to Europe. At
least there will be rationalis-

ponse to

‘The PCI

very limited opposition to

this serious  attack - on
workers’ living standards.
couraged them
not to resist: In the end they
went along with the worst
aspects of the government
proposals, even agreeing to
the cutting of one day’s
annual holiday. They sharply
opposed only the increase in
petrol prices.

But big struggles against

these measures broke out. -

In the North the workers at

Fiat and Alfa Romeo went on

unofficial strike. Eventually
the unions felt compelled to
call a four hour general
strike in Turin. i .

In early 1977 Andreotti

“introduced stage two of his

‘austerity programme’, a

Social @dntract Italian-style.

~ spelled out

First, pensioners' were ex-
cluded from the benefits
of the ‘scala mobile’. Then

.the. “state “declared itself

willing t6 pay the employer§’
contributions - for .national .
insurance etc. In the - year.
following the beginning of
the ‘austerity programme’,
strikes were held down by
the unions, and unofficial
strikes fell by about 60% in
the number of days lost.

My

The PCI’'s commitment to

" a strategy of increasing the

profits of industry and reduc-
ing the costs of labour were
clearly - by
Giorgio Napolitano in an °

" velopment

-an adaptation to

Germany) and Unicl(France).

article opening debate on
the Party’s ‘medium term’
programme. Napolitano
raised ‘‘the choice made
y the trade union movement
as a whole to give priori
to the objectives of a well-
balanced discriminating de-
of productive
investments and -employ-
ment”’. He stressed that:
“the choice made by the
confederations of trade un-
fons has its independent
and deep raison d’étre:
and one aspect of this is a
careful estimation of the lev-
el to which it is possible ‘and
necessary to push wage de-
mands and the ove cost
of wage bar g...”’

The Pers ling of ‘due

tempi’ (two phases) is exact-
ly the same as Callaghan’s
or Chancellor Schmidt’s in
West Germany: a gohc%r of
first create the profits, then

let the profits create jobs and

decent wages., In short, a
olicy of - working class de-
eat ‘for now, and empty

_ promises for the future. )
In line with this general -
policy, the PCI has also ton-

ed down its attacks on its
customary
‘““‘monopoly concentrations,
the big financial groups and
the multinationals’’. - In-
stead it concentrates on
‘‘the war on waste’’, on
‘‘parasitism’’, ‘‘corruption’’,
and ‘‘inefficiency’’.

Amendola’s h to the
equally well be a s h of
Wilson’s or ] ’s
announcing a new attack on
the workers: ‘“The struggle
against inflation .onght to
be accompanied by action
directed towards increase in
the productivity of Iabour,
since increase in productiv-
ity is the most effective

means of combatting
inflation”’.
This is little more than

, Italian
circumstances of the kind ot

policies = proclaimed . by

Wilson in the middle *60s.

target, the -

B L e R LA, L i S s Sl it 1

- ation .of roduction between

US firms based in Europe and
US firms back home, with
multi-national seurcing of

components. n

This may also include Jap-

-anese firms: the US firms have
more and more links in Jap- -

an, GM with Isuzu, Ford with

Honda, and Chrysler with

Mitsubishi.
Sig. Tufareili’s demand for

" pan-Europeanisation is clearly

necessary if the European car
industry is to survive. So far

only Ford have managed ¥,

~ith their dual base in West
Germany and in the UK. A

number of other attempts .

have been made, but mainly
they take the form of ration-
alisation in the use of p rts.
Some examples are:

B IVECO — Fiat trucks
linked with Magirus (West

W IVECO and Mercedes
(West Germany) — common

automatic - gearboxes  for
heavy trucks, -
W Douvrain (France) — a

common engine plant, making
units for
Peugeot (France), and Volvo
(Sweden).

B Club of Four truck —
Saviem  (Renault' group,
France), Daf (Holland), Vol-
vo - (Sweden), and Magirus
(West Germany) collaborate

to make parts. for a vehicle
- which each assembles—sep: "

arately. = - :
- @ Mercedes (West Ger-

.many) and SDP (Austria) —

SDP assemble Mercedes-de-

signed  four-wheel drive.
vehicles. ,
B Ford Granada (West
.-Germany) uses Peugeot

. (France) diesel engines.

Ford Transcontinental
truck uses Berliet (France)
cabs.

B Volkswagen (West Ger-
many) and MAN (West Ger-
many) — common medium
rarge of commercial vehicles.

Mercedes (West ~Ger-
many) and MAN (West Ger-

enault (France),

possible

many) — common commerc- -

ial vehicle engines and axles-:
Many of these agreements
are within national boundar-
ies. Something more dramat-
ic and far-reaching must be
on the cards. M. Bernard
Hanon, "head of  Renault’s
car division, has called for a
rationalised structure for the
whole ‘European motor 'in-
dustry, and he has been
talking energetically to Ley-

~ land directors.

- Recently . Colin . Hill_. +he

‘chief economist in Leyland’s

international ~division, was
quoted as saying, ‘“Without

some form of EEC initiative,

I don’t see an indigenous
European fown urausiy oui-
viving into the 21st century’’.

He calls for European pol-
itical intervention to save the
European car industry. He
is talking not just about the
disappearance of
lame ducks like Leyland
and Alfa Romeo, but about the
giants like Fiat and Volks-
wagen! . | ‘

That is the future which
capitalism offers carworkers
for the years ahead.
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%, children, and to whom she had

- ‘been slavishiy devoted though -
.“he beat. her and. refused to
“.marry her. He got himseif a

. grundmether -~ all iurmtm Qr
unwiling to take.her in.’ .
- The:meighbours, who tes’ﬂf— o

prison llom.\iud,tho wﬂmu-
es and other actors in the story
remained free. it was not they
who had been on trial...

“The chiidren’s hthor, who
had seduced -Slivie -when she
-was sixteen, had lived with her
“five: years and given her two

job. in Germany and she sold

~all-the furniture-sa the . family

‘gould Join him. Then the letter -
came — It was all over, and no
forwarding address. Why? “h
didn't fancy her any more'’.
Hadhe sent her any money?
“The cmldren that' was her
aﬁalr”. ’

Tﬂomﬁy Mwm:rmded s
. Syivlb in the-small. town: of -

Dleppe, mother, ‘brother " and
sisters; the- cmldma‘spa%errnai

'led their utter ignorance of it
all to the police and who did.
not even appear.in court.

- Sylvie-Jotfin had llved in
two tiny attic rooms for 2%
years, separated from other
tenants by paper thin partition
-walls ' through which every
word could be heard. They
gossiped about her, noted her

.. long absence last March, but
‘denied any awareness that the

children had been’left behind,
locked in, starving to death.

In our society of total isolat-
ion and alienation of .people

from each other, such willful
- . deafness Is after all normal.

French iaw seeks to pretend
otherwise. It is a crime not to
help a person in danger.
a crime carrying a maximum
of three years’ imprisonment
to fail to notify the authorities

of actions or neglect liable to *

cause injury to a child. But the

-law - is a mere pious hope,

scarcely ever enforced, and
ignored in this case.

Rules

The Family Allowances bur-
" eaucracy was not In court. As

an abandoned mother with two
small children Syivie should
have been entitied to~ the
Single Parent Allocation, a
means tested aHowance bring-
"ing her total monthly income
to about £160. it -is clear she
was receiving nothing like
that. Indeed for that last

—~=month when_the children died

shig had-boen given only about
£16, stoppages having been
made for subs given on .early
occasions.

Debts - were . piling up,

- ‘hundreds- of+ reasons the -bur-"-
- eaucracyis:armed with, . - .
< The- queaﬂnn* 'wasn't an- .
- swerad — the bureaucrats and

Itis

e

+~parhaps.-her appcation - M

bd‘:df‘v udl
dealt with

THE TRIAL oee

the door. She didn’t come back

cheques were bouncing, the
electricity had been-cut off.

. Why didn’t: she -gst more? )

Perhaps she hadn
coutd. apply, -orhow to-da -it;

« for_any ‘one of ‘the: possible -

their rules were net on trial;
they were not called upon to
answer for themselves.

Files

The social worker did -gpeak.

. The department was under- .
- staffed, the post for this area’

was vacant, she was only
employed on .a temporary
basis for emergencies, she had
no -authority and denied any
responsibility. Yes, there was
a file on the-family, they knew
of their financial straits, they
knew Sylvie had asked for the
children to be taken into care
soon after she got the letter
from Germany. But the -pro-
cedures take time, the file had
been passing from hand to
hand... the months passed.

So Sylvie was quite alone. A

young woman, with no exper-
lence of any - existence other .

than that of total dependence.
After thé¢ letter came, she
took to feaving the chﬂdren at
night and going out to dance
halls, bars, nightclubs, pick-
ing up a series of men. To
make money by prostitution in
a town of high unemployment?
To create the filusion of escape
from the trap in which she was
caught — the coid, dark rooms
without furniture, wijth crying
children and the ballllfs knock-
ing at the door? Perhaps to
find ‘another ‘man. who' could
fill the gap and-take-on the:

responsibitity she was in -no -

way prepared far, even if he,
too, beat her? .

After three months she went
out thus one evening, locking

send to the address below
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‘tknowmnshe: .

_lonists would

- Rouen,
press, show little sympathy for

- but stayed: with friends in a
neighbouring street, and fif-.

teésn days iater, when she un-

:-toeked« %b‘e sdaor, “the- chﬂdtfen i

twelve years In-

heavy, but'if it were‘r'n—oﬂ”or“fhd :

extenuating. circumstances. ‘it

might have been more. In-

France the. death penalty is
stilt applied, and many abotlit--

Public apinion in Dieppe -and:
"and -letters - to the

} make an except- -
ion for the killing of children. -

Sylvie Joffin, and even,a feel- \

ing that the sentence was too

. mild. But many also feel that

dthers too should have been

held responsible.
Could such a case occur in

England?
The circumstances arise
often enough: our egotist

males, our stingy and twisting
bureaucrats, our smiling social
workers who listen but don't
act,
from their French opposite

having nothing to learn -

numbers. The reaction of the -

“mother Is in. fact more likely -

here — in_ France some 20

children are killed by their -

parents each year, in England
the ﬂgure is nearer 300.

Properly

In England, though,
would be hard to lmaglne a
sentence of twelve years ‘in
such a case. Lighter sentences
reflect in part a greater under-
standing of the plight
women,
sees chlldren as the. parents’

‘. property. and respects such
‘praperty: rights. And in Eng-
- land; such a case would rarely

come to court at ail:in most

- cases while prison is provided

’

by our rulers for disciplining
deviant men, it is the mental
‘hospital wlm its drugs and

electric shocks which is- prov:

ided for women. -
But to understand is not to.

" -axcuse {though we may favour

different penaities. for the in-
excusable). If people are -no

of .
in ‘part a view .that .

-

more than responses to condit-

ioning and stresses,.then there

| . is little hope for humanity. The

working class movement and
the women's movement do not

‘excuse 1ne biackieg even if he

has a large and hungry-family;
the rapist from a violent slum

“background, or the.unemploy-

ed youth who Joins a- racist
gang or the British army, are
held- responsible for their
actions: 1t would be a relic of

male ¢hauvinism tosee Sylvie

Jotfin differently because she
is 8 woman; to see her as a
mere victim' responding with
bllnd and helpless ‘emotion,

obvlously deranged rather

than an aault responsi’bie for a’

crime. -

Yet what. as qnclallsts TWe
are fighting for is a society
where the pressures leading to
such crimes would not exist,
where wormen would be seen
and see themselves as indep-
endent arnd responsible human
beings and be provided with
the means and the education

g to act accordingly.

) s

On reading the report in issue
93, entitled ‘Scotland — a new start
for'lrish solidarity’, by Jenny Fras-

;- er, we-felt compelled to write and
- rectify ‘certain misconceptions the

sister has about the day and to .
correct the. impression your read-
ers will have gained. about the way
Ireland was discussed.

Your report-has to be criticised

and what you: included, both

1 -which we think.are sigaificant. Your
« report gives the impression that the .

Eta e

an opetiing: @eedl
by A

eu:, o
& 18y va ﬂoeksirom P | cﬂlkca
we of ‘non-aligned Mirxists, organ-
ised the day:-conference-on lteland
. They- wnmed to introduce new per-
spectives -on. how . to" -work aroun

" Ireland." in.. Britain. ~and - so ‘their . -
aim - was that. the ‘cogference be -

made up of as wide & cross secnon
as possible of groups currently in-

‘ volvgwm Irish work. In this context

the omen and Ireland group
were invited to open the conference
along with the IRSP. The omission
of our presence at the conference

Wor‘l:ers Action we think is in-
dncauve of WA’s total disregard
for women as an autonomous
pohucal force. It is also indicative
of WA’s failure to understand that,
in the current situation, alternative

strategies for Irish work are necess- -

ary. The automatic siting. of the
struggle in the British Labour move-"
ment is not sufficient.

After the opening - statements
the conference broke up into work-
shops (on women, -imperialism,

' political status etc) In the afternoon

there was_a brief statement by a
spokesperson for’ the Provisional
Sinn Fein followed by a dlscusslon

on the use of violence in the Irish
stiuggle. There then took place what
was described as a debate betwen

" WA and Militant on their positions

Penguin -

on two counts — what you left o:; )

thana
far left
wrangle

on thé. mshmwc “This ‘tu

3 “t0 _poiit vout the

“that . only Ttmkmt-left

3 -.represented,

- ymenthad:been carried out in & sirost
. sectarian fashjon, that all the groups

'-‘wullycmgnoted the importance of

groups

women, - for' :any .-revolutionary
struggle. This'was. obvmu m the’
... fact that no ‘mention was made of °

L women vorhng in the Relatives

ing - the . military -campaigns,
of thie specific oppression of women
-under. imperialism, and -of women
struggling  for political status in
" Armagh jail,- (Was this discussed
on page two of WA 93." Mex in
Concrete Tombs.)

The 1st May were nttempung to
create a situation in which the
traditional ways of working on

Ireland could be examined and -

new strategies possibly developed.

Although, in this context, to hear
the positions of the various left
groups oa
we felt that during the afternoon
things degenerated so that this
important aim (of trying to establish
new strategies) to raise British con-
sciousness, appeared to be over-
shadowed.

We hope that the follow up meet- -

ing was able to be more constructive

and "send greetings of solidarity

and hope for a successful  anti-
imperialist cnmpalgn in Scotland.

) In Sisterhood,

Brid Keenan

MarP Hickman

(for the Women and Ireland Group)

the

‘method was bad,

‘whatever

themotives

INDUSTMAL REPORTS are-nec-

sssaril ‘y condensed.in 3 paper the .

slze of ‘Workers' Action. In ‘my
e ort on the Penguin dispute
A 93] | ignored the :motives

. of the participants: and concsntr-

“ated on the denloping Iogvc of
the disputs.

Last week Dava Davies, SWP
member and chairman of the
ASTMS Penguin group, accused
me of . misrepresenting . his

" conduct. } readily grant that he
_ acted as he thought best — but

he nevertheless behaved. in an
unprincipled and  inconsistent
matmer, thereby. contributing to

defea

in loadlng his negotiating team
into Informal talks wlth manags-
- ment — excluding the NUJ, and
on the bzsis of rinlmproved offer
—_he violated the decisions of a .
mass mutln‘ He pmleipated in
these talks knowing they were

damaging the - interests of his

members as well as the NUJ. Hg"
“wn admit tms

"So why dia he da 1t? He refused
to hait the talks and referikig issue
back to the members because [ac-
cording to his Iattarl ‘If a group
mesting had been called, the talks.
would “have gone on 'with the
blassing - of - the: membership,
effectively. destroying -opposition

Ireland was useful,.

~to the taitks at a- mw wm SalY- 2

age was possible’.

inother words, hetried to man-. . .

" oeuvre — stii behind the backs of
. his memburs —-against 2 course
which- hve ﬁrmly bsmvnd they
wanted to follow!

Only-the right win galn from
such dealings — an t was.
Davies. blunted opposltlon by
apparently endorsing the talks,

and in the process he became a-

prisoner of the right wing. This
was shown only too well at the
ﬁrour ‘meeting last week which
finally accepted the company’s
offer, productivity deal and ali.
At that meetin
even speak '(‘; ainst acceptance —
his reason this time being that
‘committee discipiine’ forbade it.
Over 40% of ASTMS members
stili voted-agalnst the offer and for
" industrial action. They did so
. out of common sense,— and aiso
because ther knew the NUJ were
{and are] still fighting. Unfortun-
ately Davies was by thig time In
~ no position to place himseii at
their head and confront the right
‘wing. -
For a member of an avowedly
revolutionary organisation this
- outcome should provide food: for
reflection.

Davies did not -

JAMESRYAN

conference e

mntd :
out-to be‘t ulnc!é ﬁor d!‘xhe\le&

: mmmt, A, IMG; - -
SWP RCG. At the time we inter-
ing;

d‘em :'_,

d ".\Mtun/Commmees,ofmen work- -
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unionists after three years of
Labour government wage curbs.

_In the run, off for President, the
left’s candidate to succeed Hugh
Scanlon is Bob Wright, at present
an Assistant General Secretary
with responsibility-for_the union’s
political education programmes.

BY THE end: of the second week -

since the breakdown of negot-
iations over..the teachers’: p

-of the: Natienal Unlon-of ‘Teach-

. THECURRENT AWEW. o'
-0 - ections Wit ‘be -an ~important in:
7 dication of the:meod ambng:trade -

= claim, 208 -out of 558 branches

- 'For same

. -years: Wright “was-
tipped. as: Scanlon’s ajmpst ‘cert--
ain-successor. Yet Wright's rivat-
in the present efection — Terry
Dufty — defeated him in 1975 for

--an executive council seat. ‘And.in -

the first round of the election,
Wright polled 356 votes -fewer

_than Duffy’s 83,959.
However, several left wing can- -

didates, accounting for over

L A - : < .
VITRLS i %
A 3 L .

- feeling that more effective action - utive to ban cover for absances

is ‘needed, and that the ‘National

Executive should. instruct and not .

recommend the action: At present.
members can - fefuse to join the..

* 20,000.votes betwee ,
first_roand; are -backing Wright ™~

--in the second reund.> -

Especially important is the

‘backing -from  Leyland toolroom
- leader . Roy

Fraser.- . Fraser’'s
base-of support, in the Midlands,
is one of the biggest concentr-
ations of AUEW membership, and
is also Duffy’s home ground.

" Bernard ‘Levin of the ‘Times’

N

over ‘three days and to call a

.one-day national strike. o
Those who' argue that even a

4ll-12%2% is mot enough are by

3

f them in.the. . urges AUEW members to support -
Eﬁﬂzv(eecauset fie is ‘Herocrat-: . .
-ic’), Woodworm Wyatt ¢t tie Sun- -

day ~Mirrar - likewise (because
Duffy is the ‘common sense’

candidate); and the extreme right--
_ wing ~ employer-backed ' organis-

ation TRUMID "has embarrassed
Duffy by adding its recom-
mendation. '

Wright's policy is for an im-

mediate return. to free collect-

ive- bargaining. - He. counts him-.
. self as being-on-the jeft of the -

. “Labpur Party -(of which he has - .- "7
been -a- member: for 34 years), . °F

- Edinburgh Youth ‘
: Unemployment. has -

and opposes- incomes  policy.

Duffy, ‘on the other hand, sup--
ports-the policies that have' so
substantially reduced the-spend-

ing power of the working class.
One of the most important

issues in the election is amaig-
amation. Wright is in. favour of.

completing the Rrocess of amalg-
amation with- the techpical -and

" supervisory  union: TASS, -part-
icularly now that TASS'has shown.

| Jobs
B campaign

gets more

" Edinburgh Central '
LPYS, a local students union ™ -

" Mole’,
15

Jsupport

or the past -three months,

Campaign
Against 3
-been producing -a fortnightly
‘dole = queue- -newsheet - le

"The campaign was set -up
by Edinburgh- Central LPYS,
but on. Tuesday 7th a meeting

- ;was- held to expand It. Nine

different trade union branches;
CLP and

with - a “circulation. of -

ers have come out }“ Wﬂpﬂﬂ of -action; even = it - their ; scho Ao means in a maijority at present,. - s ; 5 . | . and Edlnbu(gh . Universit
“the Nationtl'Exnohc:ﬂu': ‘focoms ang!_ r%r;mch h%“&‘{‘ltgd farit. byt even the méste, Xmuﬁ‘. union ‘t"é'#""&,te%t?g:pfto:tsfigeg%?mz:* v Laz?ur Clubwere~reprmnted.y
mendation to. withdraw-from vol-. . oy NAS/ ik “has_instracted - member:feels that-teachers are - spread appointmentof officials) to : m“tt':r a%%mteed ?%a“'(t the ;
untaryduties. . lheir Mmembers, although ey - entitied to 10%like everyoneelse.  the AUEW's system — probably stitution and  the following i
" _The second largest teachers’ - have made.Saturday football and - Th‘isfeauﬂghasbegn_m[&ema,by ; e following

“union, the NAS/UWT, has: in-

structed its members 1o oper-:
ate the same sanctions starting -~

" from Monday 13th,-and more NUT
branches are expected to join.in. .

- On Monday: there is. a:further
of  the negotiating -

meeting
bodx, the Burnham Committee.
Technically, - this: meeting  will

deal with parts of the teachers”

~claim which the - management
has-yet-to reply to, including an
increase of the London aliowance
of £99, and a demand for a clear
job description.

However, the main talks have

i

- other -similar. “gctivities exempt’

because-many. physical education
teachersare in the NAS/UWT!

Both union feaderships seem -

to be more interested In scoring

_points against each other rather .

than take: up a real fight-against.
the-employers. B i

. In tambeth, the local assac-

jation ~meeting on Monday - 6th.
March passed a motion - calling
on members to support the action,
and calling on the executive. to
step it up.to a ban on covering for
absentees, a ban on teaching _
classes above the union class-

w

.the resignation: of . Sir- Ashiey

- Bramalt. from: the management
-.panet. -Bramall-said that he sym-

athised: with- - the teachers’
‘moderate claim’’.

Union militaits must campaign

to-get the actien step up, I
. order to win at least :m Zf}z%.

They should also  make the point
that 12¥2% is not enough, and
that a flat-rate claim of at: least
£1000. should be re-submitted,
with’ - demands for inflation-
proofing. The London allowance,
which has stood at £401 for three

-years, should be at least £600 to

' the most democratic of any union -

in Britain. - ‘
- Duffy; “h

'e’ve?; - who hotly

- gpposed: total amalgamation with

TASS on thepretext of their less

-demacratic organisation, wantste

amalgamate” with - the “EETPU. -

— probably the least democratic
of the country’s-big-unions. He
is-more interested in the. fact that
TASS is- dominated by officials
who are members of the Commun-
ist Party, and the EETPU still

_operates a ban on Communists

holding office.
Last week this champion of the

statement of policy-

O

““Edinburgh YCAU aims to
bulid a strong united campaign

against unemployment. 1t seeks .

to unite unemployed workers
in.action with employed workers
and the organised labour move-
ment for the following demands:
1. Ban oh overtime with no loss

of pag'. Lo

2. 35 hour week ‘with no loss
of pay. . )

3. In case of threatened redund-
ancies, worksharing with no loss

already broken down.-Manage-  size norm, and a national cam-  catch ‘up with three years’ gentiemen ‘democrats’ of the of pay .
ment refused to budge after offer- . paign of strike action.to win the ,in%laticm.'p y "> millionaire press announced that 4. p\%mntary retirement at 60 i
ing 9% pay rise — the 10% limit, .. 12%2% claiminfull. N CHEUNG SIUMING ~ he was against,periodig elections ‘with no loss of pension or bene- <
minus 1% supposed to cover Branch secretary John Este - in any case. Instead he recom- fit entitlemdnts. B
anomalies. son expressed members* anger J O mends life-long election and mare- 5. The right of the unemployed o
If neither side backs down on well wﬁen he said, '‘We have ‘ : posts filled by appointment! ) to join un ons.Yc u . ;
Monday, then compulsery arbitr- often been accused in the past of . .. ‘IN‘BRENT, teachers have de- -Unfortunately- Bob Wright is ) dinb?rg?or tﬁesecadn;?na;ggg !
ation binding on both parties splitting the union. Now the Nat-  manded ‘that the NUT. Executive about the ieast inspiring candid- vmbomus‘y ‘ ; :
[ i i ‘ ' i \ NUT te the left could possibly -have to be adopted by both the labour
will operate as laid down in the ~ional Executive are responsible  should support 8“5 sghool NUT -~ ate tne possiDly have. movement and the Government.
Teachers Remuneration Act. This ~ * for disuniting the union by these roup which decides to refuse  Described usually as a ‘militant, .
cher _ne L , his poli likelv to be much to We  believe, however that
arbitration operates through a recommendations’’. o teach classes over 30, or to is policy is unli ery 0 be mu the full Implementation of
panel of union, management, and The following evening, the  cover absences.. the left of Scanlon’s (remember, these demands  depends

central government nominees,
and takes several months.

The members’' response to the -

Executive call has been mixed.
in many of the branche$ and
schools which have voted for the
sanctions, ‘there is . considerable

70 . people attended the sec-
ond national - conference of
the Labour ‘Abortion Rights

- Conference. (LARC) on  Sat-

urday March 11th.

- ‘When it was set up last year
- LARC was mainly concerned

with the fight against the Ben-

NUT’s “Inner  London divisional

-council (ILTA) met to discuss the

sanctions. The_left narrowly fail-
ed to.amend the main - motion
along the fines of the Lambeth
resolution. But the council voted
unanimously fo call on the Exec- .

more action

ute Abortion Bill has no‘

chance -whatsoever of becom-

ing law, and so there is. no -

legistation before Pariiament
that poses -a real threat to
the 1967 Abortion Act. LARC
was therefore concerned this

year with building up the ex-

> “necessary to fight now for this.

Brent teachers have. also pro-
posed that the NUT press for -

-patked lunches to be made avail--

able to children at schedis where

.- ieachers’-refusal to do mid-day

supervision has led .to school

 meals being cut off.

- Some members of .the conf-
erence got cold feet when it

~came to making a stand on

Labour Party democracy
and Labour MPs voting .in
Parliament along the _?ines
of ' conference decisions.
Arguing - against an. amend-
ment ‘‘to campaign for the
abolition of the free vote’’
(which. allows MPs to vote
on abortion rights :‘according"
to their  individual  con-
science’’), Newham Borough
Co-op’Party stated it was not’

A motion. for the Labour
Party to instruct MPs to vote

- he too-was described as a ‘milit-

ant’ once). ,
Nevertheless, Wright's defeat

would be a defeat for the whole

left and for all trade unionists

‘who want to fight the govern-

ment's pay policies.

provigsion for an .emergency
conference to be
by the Exécutive. Committee
or 10% of LARC members. .

LARC is-hoiding-a meeting
at the LPYS Confefence in

-{landudno on Sunday ‘26th

March.
All labour movement bodies

" and, individual LP members
_ can affiliate to LARC for £1

clto 73 Albion Road, London
N16

called -

MARIAN MOUND"

. on the action of employed

workers fighting for them

in their workplaces.

Working-class women are
the first to suffer particularly
severely from the " effects of
capitalist crisis.’ Edlnbuth

ar

YCAU therefore lays particu
-.emphasis on the demand fo;

Cgwoman srighttowoerk. we b
" ﬁgecag nise” the- gen- .+

We “also 'r
uine - poverty ‘and hardship

~.caused by the present totally

inadequate unemployment
benefit and ‘social security
provisions. We therefore de-

mand:

1. A national minimum income
for all. without means testing
and linked . to rise .automatic-
ally with the cost of living,

© to-be determined by committees

.of ‘werkers, housewlives and the

unemployed. Untit. such time .

as these committees are estab-
lished, entitiement should rise

yon Bill .and getting abortion isting campaign inside ‘the for-abortion rights: was. defeat- |
on the agenda of Labour Part Labour Party and trade unions  ed -at -the 1977 Puérty Conf- by £1 for every 1% cost of living
Conference.  Benyon’s  Bill and. agreed to ‘‘collaborate erence, and .according ' to gse. ’ d to discriminati

has now been defeated, and with the National Abortion  Party rules the issue cannot o ai‘rx\gt e?nomgn 'sg‘;'r"{‘i'cﬁaﬁ;‘

the 1977 Labour Party Conf-

“Campaign ' in

their planned

be. re-raised for three..years. .

tl'?e cohabitation rule.”’ .

erence passed a resolution conference for: trade -union- 1f -Aneurin Bevan failed to

calling for ‘‘legislation which ~ ists' in the autumn’’, and to get that rule changed — ) - :

would ensure women’s right puild ‘‘active local campaigns- some argued — then how ‘ o

of choice on abortion in law’’ on area/district health could LARC hope to? , ’
But the amendment  was . )

and ‘‘for the realisation of

boundaries for better abortion

freely available abortion on  facilities including day care assed. If the free vote issue “This poli - < !
irosly available avortion on  fectiles e RN ean the canference sl Eo et g
Health Service in all areas of The  Socialist Medical * = agendain 1980, it is necessary as resolutions to a meetin i
the United Kingdom irrespect-  Association also. submitted to start raising the question bein? ‘held on. Tuesday = 18t

; now. April in the Edinburgh yl’rades

|
i

ive of where the patient lives.
Day care -facilities should be
. extended.’’”

Conference carried the res-
olution with more than a two-
thirds majority on a card vote,
which  entitles * the policy
for ‘possible inclusion in the
Labcur Party's programme.

Bernard Braine's ten-min-

a resolution, which became
LARC policy, callin for
‘*an adequately funded com-
prehensive health  service
ree at time of need in order
to aMow women a real right
of choice if ana when to have
children, and resolves to cam-
paign against cuts in NHS
spending.”’

The conference also agreed

to press for LP Conference

policy oh abortion to.be a main
plank of the next General
election manifesto.
The structure of LARC
is now altered so that the Nat-
jonal Planning Meetings aré€
abolished, and there ‘is -now

- Council. Notice of this meeting, .

including an a?’peal to organ-
isations to affiliate to the
campaign, has been sent to over
50 .trade union branches as
well .as community organisat-
ions and political organtsations
of the labour ~movement.

Catlum McCrae
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 Spekecon

. ) e ; V>.T}”‘&A - L
LIVERPOOL. Trades . Council’s -

conference on . the proposed
closure of the Speke no,2 t
of British Leyland has  been

. postponed to April 9th. The de-

y should make a broader re-

presentation at the conference -

possible; the problem is wheth-

' er'the Leyland bosses will allow - l

us this leeway.

As _yet no- closing date has -
the plant, and -
‘produc-
ed. No attempt has been made .
ery. The man-'

been given for
the TR7 is still being

to. move £ :
agement have refused to dis-

BIRDS EYE

SACK WEBB, '

cuss the question of closure

with the stewards, and said th?' '

would only talk about redun
ancy. terms. In reply, the stew-
ards have refused to talk about

" redundancies. :
On  the ‘management side,

they have still made ne defin-
ite statement about the rumour-

“ed lavish redundancy bribes; on

the stewards’ side, no date has
yet been fixed for the mass

" meeting ‘to_discuss opposition

to the closure. - -
" -The bosses’ delay can be
tm_'n_e_d to our'vndvantage. if it

Birds Eye chairman Kenneth
Waebb  has issued sacking
notices. to-ail :1200 product-
jon and maintenance workers
at the company’'s - factory
in  Kirkby, erseyside.

Yet Birds .Eye - say they
are not closing the factory,
and Webb has said that they

ang sk s sad st o)
Civil service

‘unions
‘accept 10p.c.

Without _any -prompting the
Labour Government has con-

ceded the full 10% pay rise.

to _civil service trade unions.
Of“the two civil service unions
with  militant -claims,

, gzhich had claimed 14 to.

%), gave way _without
protest, and the SCPS are
still whimpering about arbit-
ration. :

The offer gives 9.5% '‘new
money’~ on w0p o1 consohd-
ating phase 1 and phase 2
increases into - basic rates.

The remaining 0.5% covers’

the cost of —consolidation
and will allow - rectification
of some minor anomalies.

In practice this will create
further divisions within the
CPSA, and SCPS _unions:

at the bottom . of the CA’
h scale the

lowest. paid: will

only get £2.51 per week

before tax; -at the top of the

CO scale the highest . paid
in this bracket will get:£5.48

 per week before tax.

This - divisive move was
eagerly - accepted b‘y{ the
CPSA leadership with- only
4 NEC membess for rejection:
1 Militant supporter, 2 CP
members and 1. SWP member.
However even this

when the Mititant supporter
opposed a maotion “to carry
on the fight for the official
claim ‘moved by McGrath
of SWP. X .

" Rank and file militants and
socialists in the. branches
need.to organise. immediately
to reject this offer and go for
the. official claim of 14%-
24% . Thoge on'the National
Executive who voted for. this
offer must be calied to
account, particularly those on

the left who had been elected

on the basis of their claims
to be militant fighters and soc-
jalists.

The coming NEC and Pres-
idential elections in May will
be on way of doing this. ’

: Webp.

smali -
: opposition -was broken _up

WORKERS!

‘to replace those. sacked.

None of the staff at Kirkby
have been sacked. .

This is a threat of union-
busting on a large .scale.
The sackings arise. from a
strike by 110 maintenance
workers, which began og Nov-
ember 9th, over pay. Birds

 Eye -says .that 'It- considers
‘the production workers are -

also on strikp because they.
refused  to work with -super--

visors taking over the maint-
enance jobs and were .then~

sacked. ' L B
Because. Birds ~Eye con-

siders the sacked workers to .
have been on strike,: it says

it will give no-redundaricy pay.

Unemployment ° “in
Kirkby is 15 to'20% . But the
union response to the sack-

~ings so far has been feeble.

The striking . maintenance

workers, members .of -the

AUEW, have voted to end the

-strike on the basis of a smail
pay offer and an 18-point

) groductivit* pl@g. The
as sai

&GWU it will
accept 456 redundancies
announced eariier in the strikeé’
in return forr negotiations
about withdrawing the 1200
sacking notices. .

It seems.like the person
who really needs to be sacked
at Birds Eye is Kennsth

THE MASS
PICKET

'NO ONE

-~

THERE-WAS a_mass picket’
at Grunwicks on Tuesday 14th
March,-and another two weeks

- pefore. But almost no-one
_heard about them! =~ =

The pickets.were called by
the 'APEX . regional- council,

" with no apparent motive ex-

cept to pretend that APEX

"was still doing something for

the ‘strikers. There was prac-
tically no publicity. On .14th
March about 60 people turned
‘up, mostly as a result of the
strike committee notifying
loca! left-wing activists. .
APEK.has the strength and
the resources

mockery. "

- their

“800-workers in the sub-assembly
ainst ‘de-manning’, collapse on |
Wednesday 8th after Works

“shop :in. the

to call real -
-mass pickets. But what it is
doing now is just a cynical

is vus'ed.v for m energem @-. “
occupation . of “the "

galﬁ‘n' for
peke . tglnv.ut and - solidarity
across the
But time co start running
veg short at any moment. ’
redentials for the ~April
9th conference can be obtained
by labour movement delew
ict-

from -the es Council,
oria St, Liverpool. Send 25p.
mamm |

One group of #brkef# has shown
that it is not cowed by threats of
closure and- disaster. 100 lorry

drivers working for William

Harper on moving Dolomite
bodies from  the g‘p
plant to Canley, are _striking
or a guaranteed . amount of
‘weekly overtime.

management laying - o,

The management are. likely
to use the
step up the campaign against
Merseyside - militancy  —
Scouse disease. — but also 1o

increase pressure on Canley to -
blame the Speke workers for
- Reported -

problems.
comments from some Canley

stewards -show . that this is ‘a
"real danger. L '

Dividing plant from . plant,

getting workers to blame other

workers, is an obvious ploy for
management to use (0 pus

through its rationalisation and
redundaricy Iplans. Unity will be

essential. “There ought to be |
combine-wide  support - for the - |

Harpers drivers’ strike.

« o - B

 Ampiher ‘yictory’ for the Long:

rhlg ’onl’g ‘,éoms\ﬁ‘égs‘ '

of cooperation with the -
8

bridge
ey -of ‘eo
wardes glan. The strike of

Committee opposition. had pre-

vented itl[:{,r'eading -to .other

parts of Longbridge. :
The . ‘de-manning’  pro-

gramme is now comiplete —< for .
the moment —-and speed-up is -
under way. Relying on Works -

Committee . -cooperation, the-
management are stripping away
all remnants of ‘mutuality’ and
trying to -assert their authority

" on the shop floor. Our task s to

show them that the rank and file
has a will of its ewn, apart from
the Works Committee!

Leyland combineé.

eke no.l

On Friday, their action led to

workers at the Speke no.1.plant,
_and 1,100 at Canley. , :

spute not only fo -

ference | 5

. Sefton Park School, “in _the. ..
- seeing the ne ‘ g
. antl ‘Fascist. and anti  racist
“campaign. to defeat the NF.--

"~ Party

©On Tuesddy 28th February
--over - 500 people attended .2
- meeting - which - launched ‘&
_ Bristol “Branch _of the " Antl ~
Nazl League. The mootlng

organised by Ashley Branc
Labour Party, saw the Labour
anti-National  Front
Broadcast and heard Joe
ashton MP speaking on the

- need for an anti-NF umpc}m.
L]

The background fto
::“?n lectl
on -election
ember, 1*!0
ate and held a meeting in

was a local govern-
in_ -Nov-

middle ~of an ‘area where
‘many black people iive. .
Parents, teachers and resid-

enis were anfry. and :tried to ' -

get the meeting banned, but
the Council refused to do any-
thing. So 800 people turned up

witch-hunt

- SUPPORT

AN OPEN conference to org- -~ The 'problem remains thai
no thought has yet been given
“to. the structure of the ANL.

anise resistance to the Cowley
witch-hunt has been planned
for 8th April. ;
_ Nine leading. militants at
Cowley face charges of ‘‘cam- -

- paigning against elected and
) ﬁn‘&g}m officials  ‘of . the

thrss ars also acchiend .
rupting Trades ,Coune_nm pro-

. The T&GEWU reglanal off-

icials are due to deilver their.

verdict soon. Oxford district

ofticials have called for Frank
Corti and Tom White to be

_ banned from union office for .

. " lite, and Alan Thornett to be.
-expelled from the union." -

The call for the.'8th April

_conference has been signed by
.a large ‘number- of leading
T&GWU militants. A

A defeat
" ‘for the -Cowley militants wiil.

be a defeat for the democratic
‘rights - of -every -active trade
unionists. Workers’ Action
calls for- tull support- to the
conference.. o )

‘Coples of the declaration
can be got from P.Cullen,
23 Overmead Green, Black-
bird Leys, Oxford. The con-
terence will be from ipm on
sth April, at Cowley Commun-
‘ity Centre, Oxford.

Small ads are free for labour move-

ment events. Paid ads (including -

ads for publications) 8p per word,
£5 per column inch — payment in
advance. Send copy to Evemts, 49
Carnac St, London SE27, to artive
by Friday for inclusion in the follow-
ing week's paper. : .
WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH. Nvon w
2pm, at the US Embassy, Gros-
venor Square: Picket in solidarity
with the Américan miners, sponsor-
ed . by Socialist Challenge and
Workers’ Action. . ’

SATURDAY-MONDAY 2527

MARCH.
Socialists
dudno.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY 7-9 APRIL. Nat-
ional Women’s Liberation Con-
ference. Ladywood School, Birm-
ingham. Registration £3 from Birm-
ingham Women's Centre, 76 Bright-
on Road, Balsall Heath, Birming-
ham 12 (021-449 2931).

SATURDAY 8 APRIL. Conference te
‘plan detence of the victimised
T&GWU militants at Cowley.
lom. Cowlev Community Centre,

Labour -Party Young
conference, at - Llan-

Oxford.

‘SUNDAY 9 APRIL. Liverpool

Trades Council Conference on the
Speke closure, 1lam, -Everyman
Theatre, Hope St. Credentials for
labour movement delegates 25p
from the Trades Council, Victoria
St, Liverpool. .

SATURDAY 22 APRIL. National
Council for Civil Liberties confer-
ence for trade unionists on pregn-
ancy -and the law. Details from

NCCL, /186 Kings Cross Road, |

London WC1 (278 4575).

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 29-30 APRIL
National Abortion Campaign Nat-
ional Conference. Saturday: day
school on positive legislation. Sus-
day: resolutions on NAC’s aims and
structure. Details: NAC, 01 485 4303

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 29-30 APRIL
Socialist Teachers' Alliance Open
Conference on the Politics of Ed-
ucation. At Starcross Schoel, Ris-
inghill St, London N1. Registration
fee £2 (students/unemployed £1),
from 25 Highgate West Hill, London

'N6. Make cheques payable to ‘Pol-

itics of Education Conference’.

- disciplined -and. '
‘8" petple were arrested and’

NF ran a candid-- °

[TAGWU, and now  quire s

00at Bristol

10 picket the meeting.
. Although ftho';r_lckﬂs were
a " peaceful,

heavily fined by -the courts.
The coordinating committee
that had organised the picket

-on the Initiative of the local

LP stayed together to defend
them, and organised the meet-
lnqron 28th February. :

The coammities, eonulnln%

members of many different
r

organisations, urged su

for. a- Bristol branch. o “&c

Anti-Nazl League. The meet-
ing accepted this willingly,
ed “for a mass

-The only serlous -objections
came . from - the.

raclalist as well ‘as NF cam-

ign; and one member of the

P who wanted to support the

Campaign for Raclal Har-
.mony. e
. This  Campaign for Raclal-

Harmony was initiated by the
cP throu?h the local Trades
council. It is a gathering of

delegates from all- “~sorts . -
of ‘bodies tical, religious, -
trade . unions,  community .

sroups -otc, but so far it -has
one nothing and is not ogon
to, . Individual’ membership.
" The  largt attendance,

9o‘ln?_ organ on - were
an important step forward.

People were urged to join
and many did so, but what

" was not clear is who runs It

or howit willbe ryn. ~ i
To defeat the NF will re-
.open.and dem

flexible enough to gggpihmod-
ate diffefent tactics and diff-

srent points” of view, w lle
organising united

ment.. As yet both nationally

‘and locally this Is riot true

oftthe ANL. ¢ whytehead

More

shipyard

jobs
at risk

IN THE WAKE of the black-
mails and _job-slashing: at
swan Hunter, Tyneside, the

shipbuilding unions are still -
‘not moving into action on the

jobs issue.

The Confederation; of Ship-
buiiding and Engineering Un-
jons held a.conferenrce on
Wednesday 8th, in Newcastle.

Officials made general speech-

es against job-cutting — but
announced that the Confed
executive would not dppose
voluntary redundancies! De-
legates who wanted to chall-

-enge this policy were told that

the conference was ‘for -in-
formation only’, and no votes
could be taken. .
Meanwhile the cutbacks are
under way. Cammgli Lairds on
Merseyside . has .announced
160 redundancies among the
outfitting trades. As yet there

has been no union response to .

the redundancies, notified on
Friday 10th.

Work-sharing under work--

ers’ control, with no loss of
pay, on an industry-wide bas-

is, is the -way to save jobs on

the shipyards.
LOL DUFFY

oclallst . .
- Challenge ' ' supporters - who
‘wanted to -make it -an antl

! -action
whaere this Is a basis of agree-.

and ‘the sett n?;:ﬂ“ an on- R

amogratlc -

i



